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Welcoming today’s publication by the European Commission of the Green Paper “A 
framework for climate and energy policies” COM (2013)169, Fiona Riddoch, 
managing director of COGEN Europe, said “the pursuit of an ambitious Energy 
Efficiency agenda at EU level, and hence inclusion of energy efficiency in the 2030  
Green Paper discussion is vital. Europe cannot talk about the energy and climate 
strategy without talking about the energy efficiency actions which underpin it”. 
  
While some are arguing that the review of the effectiveness of the Energy Efficiency 
Directive 2012/27/EC scheduled mid-2014 will create the time window to revisit the 
role of Energy Efficiency policies, COGEN Europe highlight that this cannot be the 
appropriate route as the EED focuses only on the 2020 horizon, leaving the path to 
2030 unknown. More significantly this approach, misses the opportunity to 
synchronize the interplay of several policies including the EED and would put energy 
efficiency disruptively out of step with larger energy and climate policy. Reflecting 
the present and growing concerns of the cogeneration sector, Fiona Riddoch warned 
that “with the existing chp fleet struggling to be rewarded on the electricity market 
in several member states, Europe must reassure investors on its long term 
commitment to this fuel-independent energy efficient principle”. A full debate on 
the objectives for the 2030 climate and energy strategy, the means to achieve them 
and the interaction of the different policy mechanisms at our disposal is timely and 
should be fully comprehensive. 
  
In addition, the Heat Coalition - that COGEN Europe is a member of- also issued 
today a press release highlighting the absence of heat from the Green Paper and 
calling on the European Commission to put forward a comprehensive strategy to 
promote energy efficient solutions throughout the entire energy supply chain. 

 
END

http://www.cogeneurope.eu/medialibrary/2013/03/27/cedc8e2f/20130327%20Heat%20Coalition%20reaction%20to%20GP%20A%202030%20Framework%20for%20Energy%20and%20Climate%20policies.pdf


 

 
 

For more information please contact:  

  
Dr Fiona Riddoch, Managing Director 
Tel: +32 2 772 8290 
Fax: + 32 2 772 5044 
Email: fiona.riddoch@cogeneurope.eu 
 

Stefan Craenen, Communications Manager 
Tel: +32 2 772 8290 
Fax: + 32 2 772 5044 
Email: stefan.craenen@cogeneurope.eu 
 

About cogeneration:  
Cogeneration (also known as CHP or Combined Heat and Power) involves the simultaneous 
production of heat and electricity from a single plant which results in massive savings to the 
economy of primary energy and consequential reductions of GHG emissions. 
Today, a significant 11.7 % of Europe’s electricity is generated using a vast array of proven 
and cost effective techniques (cumulative capacity > 100 GWe). About half of the heat 
produced is used in district heating network while the remaining half serves industrial needs. 
Cogeneration units can be found in various sectors and sizes: in industries, households and 
tertiary buildings and in capacities ranging from a kilowatt to hundreds of MegaWatts 
electricity output. CHP plants can draw upon a wide range of energy sources, from 
traditional fossil fuels to renewable energies (combustion-based units with biomass, biogases 
or bioliquids, or steam-based plant connected to geothermal or concentrated solar panel 
installations) that make them ready to the future energy system. 
Realising the identified economic potential for cogeneration in Europe –estimated at 110-120 
GWe additional- will be instrumental to reaching our strategic climate and energy goals, 
while underpinning job creation and being an engine to industrial competitiveness. 
 
About COGEN Europe: 
COGEN Europe is the European association for the promotion of cogeneration. We represent 
70 organisations which are National COGEN Associations, manufacturers, users, utilities and 
service companies. Currently around 100,000 Europeans are employed in the cogeneration 
sector. More info on www.cogeneurope.eu 
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