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COGEN Europe warmly welcomes the initiative of MEP Judith Merkies to start a 
debate on the important but often overlooked role of microgeneration in the 
context of EU energy and climate goals. The draft resolution on “Microgeneration – 
small scale electricity and heat generation”, put forward by Ms. Merkies in late April, 
was debated in ITRE Committee on Monday, the 13th of May, and MEPs agreed that 
the issue requires more attention. 
 
Microgeneration technologies, a family of different technologies including micro-
CHP, hold potential to deliver sustainable, effective and reliable energy at the local 
level and to empower citizens as providers of energy. While existing European 
legislations, such as the Energy Efficiency Directive, does require Member States to 
promote micro-CHP, there is still a need for higher recognition of the benefits that 
this technology can bring in terms of energy savings, cost-effective emission 
reductions and increased security of supply. Currently, these benefits remain 
untapped due to a number of barriers and a lack of ambition in the implementation 
of existing legislation.  
 
Dr. Fiona Riddoch, Managing Director of COGEN Europe, emphasised “The resolution 
on microgeneration will contribute to a better understanding of the opportunity for 
citizens and SMEs to reap the benefits of a more decentralised and liberalised energy 
market”. The European Parliament is planning to hold a vote and debate on the 
microgeneration resolution in October, following a vote at committee level on the 
9th of July. COGEN Europe will be active in the debate on these topics in the months 
to come. 
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For more information please contact:  

  
Dr Fiona Riddoch, Managing Director 
Tel: +32 2 772 8290 
Fax: + 32 2 772 5044 
Email: fiona.riddoch@cogeneurope.eu 
 
 

Stefan Craenen, Communications Manager 
Tel: +32 2 772 8290 
Fax: + 32 2 772 5044 
Email: stefan.craenen@cogeneurope.eu 
 

About cogeneration:  
Cogeneration (also known as CHP or Combined Heat and Power) involves the simultaneous 
production of heat and electricity from a single plant which results in massive savings to the 
economy of primary energy and consequential reductions of GHG emissions. 
Today, a significant 11.7 % of Europe’s electricity is generated using a vast array of proven 
and cost effective techniques (cumulative capacity > 100 GWe). About half of the heat 
produced is used in district heating network while the remaining half serves industrial needs. 
Cogeneration units can be found in various sectors and sizes: in industries, households and 
tertiary buildings and in capacities ranging from a kilowatt to hundreds of MegaWatts 
electricity output. CHP plants can draw upon a wide range of energy sources, from 
traditional fossil fuels to renewable energies (combustion-based units with biomass, biogases 
or bioliquids, or steam-based plant connected to geothermal or concentrated solar panel 
installations) that make them ready to the future energy system.  
Realising the identified economic potential for cogeneration in Europe –estimated at 110-120 
GWe additional- will be instrumental to reaching our strategic climate and energy goals, 
while underpinning job creation and being an engine to industrial competitiveness. 
 
 
About COGEN Europe: 
COGEN Europe is the European association for the promotion of cogeneration. We represent 
70 organisations which are National COGEN Associations, manufacturers, users, utilities and 
service companies. Currently around 100,000 Europeans are employed in the cogeneration 
sector. More info on www.cogeneurope.eu 
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