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COGEN Europe applauds today’s adoption by the European Parliament of a 

Microgeneration Resolution1 that highlights the need to unlock the potential of small scale 

technologies, such as micro-cogeneration2.  

The Microgeneration Resolution, adopted in Strasbourg with an overwhelming majority, 

emphasises the necessity to act on making microgeneration technologies, including micro-

cogeneration, an integral part of the EU energy system, while empowering consumers to 

produce their own electricity and heat.  During the debate, Ms. Judith Merkies, the Member 

of the European Parliament who initiated this resolution, presented small scale technologies 

as a “blind spot” in the European energy policy so far, despite their potential to cover a large 

portion of Europe’s energy needs. Representing the European Commission, Commissioner 

Oettinger, agreed that microgeneration shall not be disregarded, as all sources of energy are 

important in EU’s transition to a more secure and sustainable energy system. The debate 

interventions also focused on improving energy efficiency in the residential sector and the 

importance of promoting innovation in particular via European funds. 

COGEN Europe has been actively involved since the inception of this Resolution and view its 

adoption as a further step in building awareness around microgeneration technologies3 and 

unleashing their contributions to EU’s energy, environmental and growth objectives. This 

resolution also calls Member States to take a more proactive approach in implementing the 

Energy Efficiency Directive 2012/27/EU and in particular removing barriers to 

microgeneration deployment.  

COGEN Europe Managing Director, Dr. Fiona Riddoch, stressed: “An uptake in 

microgeneration technologies, such as micro-cogeneration, bears a massive potential 

in terms of job creation, GHG cuts and achieving a more prosumer-centred energy 

system. It is high time that Europe starts treating these technologies as enablers to 

the energy system of the future. ” 

 
END 

                                                        
1 European Parliament resolution on microgeneration - small-scale electricity and heat generation 
(2012/2930(RSP)). 
2 Also known as: micro-CHP and micro-combined heat and power 
3 Please see COGEN Europe recent position paper on micro-cogeneration. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+MOTION+B7-2013-0388+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+MOTION+B7-2013-0388+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.cogeneurope.eu/medialibrary/2013/07/10/3abaf321/COGEN%20Europe_micro%20CHP%20position%20paper.pdf


 

 
 

For more information please contact:  

  
Dr Fiona Riddoch, Managing Director 
Tel: +32 2 772 8290 
Fax: + 32 2 772 5044 
Email: fiona.riddoch@cogeneurope.eu 
 
 

 

About cogeneration:  
Cogeneration (also known as CHP or Combined Heat and Power) involves the simultaneous 
production of heat and electricity from a single plant which results in massive savings to the 
economy of primary energy and consequential reductions of GHG emissions. 
Today, a significant 11.7 % of Europe’s electricity is generated using a vast array of proven 
and cost effective techniques (cumulative capacity > 100 GWe). About half of the heat 
produced is used in district heating network while the remaining half serves industrial needs. 
Cogeneration units can be found in various sectors and sizes: in industries, households and 
tertiary buildings and in capacities ranging from a kilowatt to hundreds of MegaWatts 
electricity output. CHP plants can draw upon a wide range of energy sources, from 
traditional fossil fuels to renewable energies (combustion-based units with biomass, biogases 
or bioliquids, or steam-based plant connected to geothermal or concentrated solar panel 
installations) that make them ready to the future energy system.  
Realising the identified economic potential for cogeneration in Europe –estimated at 110-120 
GWe additional- will be instrumental to reaching our strategic climate and energy goals, 
while underpinning job creation and being an engine to industrial competitiveness. 
 
 
About COGEN Europe: 
COGEN Europe is the European association for the promotion of cogeneration. We represent 
70 organisations which are National COGEN Associations, manufacturers, users, utilities and 
service companies. Currently around 100,000 Europeans are employed in the cogeneration 
sector. More info on www.cogeneurope.eu 
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